Review Sheet for When You Have No Water and When Feeding Others (Orach Chaim:Siman 163)

The Chiuv to Walk to Find Water 

Rambam/ Shulchan Aruch (163:1): The Rambam says that the guidelines are as follows. You have to walk four mil forwards or one mil backwards to find water. If you estimate that there is not going to be water within these distances then you can eat bread or a food that you dip in liquids without Netilas Yadayim.

Even when the rabbis gave this dispensation to a person who can’t get water nevertheless they required that you cover your hands with a cloth or the like so that you don’t touch the food with hands that have not been washed. 

Rema (163:1): He says that eating the food with an implement is equivalent to wrapping your hands with a cloth.

Biur Halacha (163:1 Yadav Bamapah): He claims that there is a fundamental machlokes between the Rema and the Shulchan Aruch. According to the Rema who says you can use an implement to eat with he would only require wrapping the actual hand you eat with a cloth. The Shulchan Aruch and the Rambam who don’t allow using an implement require you to cover both hands with a cloth. This is true even if you are only eating with one hand since we are worried you will touch the food with the other hand in any event.   

Yerushalmi: The Yerushalmi teaches that for people who are paid guards (field watchers) the rabbis only required them to travel one mil to look for water because walking more than this will undermine their ability to guard the field constantly. 

Magen Avraham: The implication of this Yerushalmi is that someone who is sitting in his own house would have to walk four mil in order to get water for Netilas Yadayim.

Chayeh Adam/ Pri Megadim/ Derch Hachaim/ Mishnah Brurah (163:3): They disagree and say that the chiuv the Rambam mentioned above to walk four mil forwards to get water only applies to travelers who are heading in that direction anyway. Any one who is not heading in that direction anyway like a field worker, someone in their house or the like only has a chiuv to walk one mil in any direction to get water.

Gemara/ Shulchan Aruch (163:2): The Gemara in Chullin 107b concludes that the rabbis instituted a chiuv Netilas Yadayim on anyone who is eating bread regardless of whether they are putting it into their own mouth or someone else is putting it into their mouth for them. On the other hand the rabbis did not require a Netilas Yadayim for someone who is just touching bread in order to put it into another person’s mouth.

Rema (ibid.): You are not allowed to feed bread to a person whom you know did not do Netilas Yadayaim because of the issur to place a stumbling block before the blind.

Mishnah Brurah (163:11-12)/ Biur Halacha (ibid. Veassur Lehachil): He gives a few qualifications to this issur. If you are only in suffeik about whether the person did Netilas Yadayim or you are just giving him food that he is going to take with him to his house then there is no issur because he might have already washed or he may still wash later. 

If you are giving bread to a poor person whom you aren’t sure whether he will do Netilas Yadayim then you should remind him to wash before eating the bread.

The Mishnah Brurah adds that the issur of placing a stumbling block before the blind only applies to a case where you are feeding him from your bread. If you are feeding him from his bread then it is a different issur called “Mesayeiah Lidei Ovrei Aveirah”.

